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larly on the work of  the standing committees in the Chamber of  
Deputies and Senate responsible for matters affecting its business, 
and occasionally appearing at individual committee hearings in 
support of  the parliamentary information gathering process that 
precedes the drafting of  bills.

At the governmental level, the Group cultivates ongoing relations 
with the Prime Minister’s Office and the Ministers of  Economic 
Development, Transport, Environment, Labour and Foreign Af-
fairs. The issues that received the most attention during meetings 
with Ministers were the Group’s projects on road safety, reducing 
the energy impact of  the transport sector, employment in areas hit 
by the economic crisis, incentives for businesses committed to re-in-
dustrialisation and other forms of  financing for investment projects 
and scientific, technological and socio-economic research. 

The Pirelli Group also considers its relationship with European 
institutions to be fundamental in defining the principles, general 
objectives and strategic policies of  European Union policies. In 
this view, the Group monitors legislative activity and actively par-
ticipates in the decision-making process.

The Group relies on the customary tools of  information for the 
daily management of  its institutional relations; it frequently par-
ticipates with its own contributions at working or institutional 
meetings on public policy issues, focused on specific targets and 
offering complete, transparent information on these topics. Its ob-
jective is to establish a permanent dialogue. 
At the local level, the Group maintains constant relations with vari-
ous entities, including the Milan and Rome municipal governments, 
with which it collaborates on various socio-cultural projects.
At the international level, continuous contact is maintained with 
institutional and diplomatic representatives in the various coun-
tries where the Pirelli Group’s presence is already consolidated 
or in those where new installations are being planned.

In view of  the new industrial installation to be opened in Russia, 
a visit by the Italian Minister of  Economic Development and the 
Russian Federation Minister of  Industry and Trade was organ-
ised at Pirelli Group headquarters in Milano-Bicocca. The Group 
also collaborated on setting up the Italo-Egyptian Business Coun-
cil on logistics realised by the Italian Foreign Trade Institute and 
the Italian and Egyptian Ministries of  Transport, where a major 
bilateral agreement between the two countries was signed.

Company initiatives for the external community

“Group companies encourage and, where necessary, provide sup-
port for social, cultural and educational initiatives geared towards 
promoting personal development and improving standards of  liv-
ing.” (Article 5 of  the Ethical Code - Community).
“Pirelli Group supports and respects the protection of  internation-
ally proclaimed human rights” (Policy on Health, Safety, Environ-
ment and Social Responsibility).

www.pirelli.com > Sustainability > News 
& Events
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The awareness of  its role in promoting the civil and cultural 
progress of  communities where it operates has been a cornerstone 
of  Pirelli’s business culture for over 130 years. This commitment 
is not only consistent with the principles expressed in the Ethical 
Code and Group Social Responsibility Policy, but also forms an 
important part of  Pirelli’s strategy of  maintaining its role as an 
international company that is one of  the most integrated within 
the communities where it operates. 

This is why the Group organises and backs the protection of  hu-
man rights and improvements in the living conditions of  local 
communities, from health to education, from art to sport, work-
ing with both public and private institutions, local authorities, 
associations and bodies that are chosen on the basis of  criteria 
designed to ensure their quality.

In 2008, Pirelli made a major commitment to social initiatives 
in support of  needy communities and respect of  basic human 
rights, first and foremost education, healthcare and work.

Following is a list of  the principal initiatives undertaken in 
the various countries where the Group operates:

Argentina

Present in this country with a production plant since 1950, Pirelli 
Argentina has distinguished itself  over time by its commitment 
to the local community, which was focused on healthcare in 2008. 
Pirelli paid for maintenance work in the paediatric ward at the 
Malvinas Hospital - from painting of  walls to installation of  air 
conditioners - to which it also donated new equipment essential 
for neonatal care.

Brazil

Once again in 2008 numerous social and humanitarian activities 
were sponsored on behalf  of  the local population in Brazil, where 
Pirelli has had a presence for over eighty years. 

In the city of  Santo André, home to the historic Pirelli industri-
al vehicle tyre manufacturing plant, Pirelli supports the “Guri” 
project, set up in 1995 by the Culture Secretariat of  the State of  
São Paulo for social integration of  young people through mu-
sic. About 48,000 young people between the ages of  8 and 18 par-
ticipate in this programme, which is based on the ability of  music 
to promote socialisation with an orchestra and chorus format.
Pirelli has financed the Santo André unit since 2004, which attracts 
200 young participants for every session. In the city of Santo André, 
Pirelli supports “Cata Preta” the suburban childcare centre that 
hosts 80 poor children between 2 and 6 years old from the local area, 
offering them nursery school education and paediatric care.

In the city of  Campinas, home to a car and SUV tyre manufactur-
ing plant, Pirelli supports three educational programmes for young-
sters. The first - “Love life without drugs” - involves 31 schools, 
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focusing on reinforcing young people’s personal and social iden-
tity to discourage narcotics use. The second - “Os Seareiros” - is 
a scholastic education and healthcare assistance project for about 
120 children between 6 and 15 years old at the Nucleo Madre Mar-
ia. The third programme supports AMIC Association Friends of  
the Child of  Campinas, the association that assists 4,500 families 
in suburban Campinas by receiving about 1,500 children every day 
and handing out an average of  3,000 food baskets every month.

In the city of  Salvador, Bahia State, Pirelli has supported the re-
modelling of  the Casa José de Petitinga, which has been active 
for over forty years in favour of  the indigent population in the his-
toric Pelourinho neighbourhood. The Casa provides needy people 
with food, medicine, clothing and medical, psychological and 
dental care, as well as promote educational and social and cultur-
al entertainment projects promoting the neighbourhood’s growth.

At Feira de Santana, which is also located in Bahia State, Pirelli 
has signed an agreement with the Ministry of  Sport and FAMFS - 
Fundação de Amparo ao Menor de Feira de Santana - for monthly 
donations of  rubber scrap to build athletic tracks for children and 
youths in various regions of  the country. The rubber scrap comes 
from the Pirelli plant (car, SUV and industrial vehicles) located 
in the city since 1976.

Santo André, Brazil. “Guri” project.
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In the city of  Gravataì, Rio Grande do Sul State, which is home 
to the Pirelli motorcycle and industrial vehicle tyre manufactur-
ing plant, Pirelli finances the “Peteca” project, which supports 
children and poor children after school.

In Amazonia, the “Xapuri” project continues to operate. It was 
founded by Pirelli in 1998 in collaboration with the local gov-
ernment to recover the rubber harvesting culture amongst the 
Seringueiros. After the project in the Acre region, where Pirelli 
now supports 3,200 families with the purchase of  natural rubber 
that they produce independently, this activity is now at risk in 
other states in the Brazilian federation. 

The “Forest Guardians” project promotes the sustainable de-
velopment of  Seringueiros communities. Pirelli is particularly 
committed to setting up schools for rubber harvesters and buying 
rubber in the town of  Santarèm, Parà, in collaboration with local 
and federal institutions. Here the Company supports the Cajoiero 
school for needy children between 3 and 10 years old who live on 
the banks of  the Tapajòs River. One of  the priorities of  this school, 
operated by volunteers, is to promote local culture according to a 
method that respects the learning pace of  every single child.

China

Pirelli China has recently become a part of the Group’s regional 
productive activities, but it already maintains active relations with 
local populations. Social responsibility projects tied to the business 
are underway in this huge Asian country, such as research on eco-
logical tyres in collaboration with the University of Shandong and 
the agreement with the Beijing City Government to equip city buses 
with particulate filters, but also include social programmes. Unfor-
tunately, one of these is connected with the earthquake that struck 
Sichuan Province in May 2008. On that occasion, Pirelli Tyre China 
was one of the first companies to offer aid to the local population. 

In the scholastic and academic sphere, the Company continues to 
actively participate - together with the Milan Polytechnic and Tu-
rin Polytechnic - in the Politong project, which was initialled in 
2006 by the Chinese Ministry of  Education and the Italian Public 
Education Ministry, which will promote cooperation between the 
two countries at the university level.

Egypt 

In 2008, the solidarity initiatives of  Pirelli Egypt focused on aiding 
orphaned children through the donation of  hardware and software 
and basic necessities at the various orphanages in the region.

www.peteca.com

www.politong.org



297ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 2008

Romania

In its first year of activity, the three-year programme of  medical 
cooperation between the Niguarda Ca’ Granda Hospital of Milan 
and the Slatina Hospital, which was signed in December 2007 and 
financed by the Pirelli Group for  the professional training and con-
tinuing education of Romanian healthcare professionals, offered a 
total of 300 hours of training to 25 physicians and nurses. Training 
activity was concentrated mainly in the Emergency Medicine, Emer-
gency Surgery, Intensive Care, Resuscitation and Emergency Gynae-
cology Wards at Niguarda. Several medical directors from the Milan 
hospital also held continuing education courses in Slatina on the 
use of new technologies and procedures for first aid. In addition to 
financing this training activity, the Group donated modern medical 
equipment to the Romanian hospital for diagnosis and emergency 
care, including an echograph and an electrocardiograph.

The three-year training programme will involve around 70 doctors 
and nurses from the Slatina Hospital, who will take part in theo-
retical and practical courses on emergency medicine, emergency 
surgery, intensive care, resuscitation, gynaecology and hospital 
epidemiology. 
For the younger members of  the community, Pirelli, in association 
with FC Internazionale and the Associazione Comunità Nuova 
Onlus, has set up a new “Intercampus” in Slatina. The project 
uses the game of  soccer as an educational and social networking 
tool for the youth of  the Slatina community, providing them with 
fun and effective opportunity for growth and interaction.

Comunità Nuova has been assigned the task of  handling the 
social interaction and educational aspects together with the 
organisation of  recreational and study related activities for the 
children. FC Internazionale, on the other hand, has been given 
the task of  engaging youngsters by providing them with top-flight 
sporting and training through its Intercampus.
Inter Campus is backed by the Mayor of  Slatina and the Ministry 
for Youth Affairs, supported by the local physical education high 
school, and leading public and private voluntary associations.

Venezuela

Present in this country with a manufacturing plant since 1990, 
the Company supports the local community by providing materi-
als that are useful in various social projects. The Pirelli Baseball 
School, for example, is attended by over 300 children and teen-
agers: it fields a total of  25 teams that the Group supported in 
2008 by donating the necessary uniforms and equipment, while 
the famous Tampa Bay Rays baseball team has held three training 
sessions with them.

Over the past year, nine schools received donations of  furniture and 
equipment from Pirelli for classrooms and offices, while the Com-
pany donated shoes and portable PCs to more than 180 children in 
collaboration with Calzados Russo and Notebooks Caribbean.
Active academic support for youngsters is also provided through 
the “Scholarship a Talent” programme. For the next three years, 

www.comunitanuova.it
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six students enrolled in the School of  Engineering at Unitec, the 
technical university in the Aragüita-Guacara area, will study 
electrical, mechanical and industrial engineering with economic 
support from Pirelli, which chose the school on the basis of  its 
excellent educational programme.

Focus on Italy

Once again, Pirelli has included a specific focus on one of  its ge-
ographical areas of  operations: in 2006 the focus was on South 
America, in 2007 on Romania, and in 2008 the choice has fallen 
on Italy. 
Details on certain important initiatives undertaken in 2008 are 
described below.

Solidarity

Created by the Milan Istituto dei Ciechi (Institute for the Blind) in 
partnership with Pirelli, Dialogo nel Buio is a walk-through ex-
hibit installed in a space with absolutely no light, so that people 
with normal vision can enter the world of the blind and experience 
the problems and extraordinary abilities that the condition of being 
“challenged” causes one to develop. Pirelli has collaborated with 
the Institute since the programme began in 2005, with excellent re-
sults in terms of interest expressed by the public and schools.

The Group also has special relationships with some of  the most 
important Italian non-governmental organisations (NGO). Pirelli 
is one of  the founding members of  Emergency, a neutral, non-
political and independent humanitarian association created to 
provide free, top-quality medical care to the civilian victims of  
war, landmines and poverty worldwide.

Pirelli also provides institutional support to Children in Crisis 
Italy, an Italian association that is part of  the international net-
work Children in Crisis founded by the Duchess of  York in 1993: 
active in 13 countries around the world, it works to improve the 
condition of  children who are victims of  conflict, poverty, disease 
or other grave problems.

In the field of  solidarity, the Group also provides support to the 
association Sempre insieme per la Pace, which is committed to 
providing humanitarian aid at the international level.

Pirelli also provides support for children locally in the Milan area, 
through its contribution to the activities of  associations like the 
Fondazione Boccafogli, dedicated to the recovery of  juvenile 
delinquents by encouraging their artistic and expressive poten-
tial, or the Centro ausiliario per i problemi minorili, which 
seeks to ameliorate the condition of  troubled youths, or the Milan 
institution Fondazione Asilo Mariuccia, which is dedicated to 
abandoned children.

www.dialogonelbuio.org

www.emergency.it

www.childrenincrisis.it


